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Seven years ago, when China won the right to host the Beijing Olympic Games, the
Chinese government made a public pledge to improve its human rights record. The
International Olympic Committee declared the sporting event would be a “force for
good” in the country. Many commentators believe the promise served to politicize the
Beijing Olympics from the outset and rights groups seized the opportunity to push for
change. Recent international media reports have centred on China’s involvement in
Sudan, which has drawn attention away from abuses on Chinese soil. As the Olympics
nears, though, human rights watchdogs say there is no indication condition in China have
improve. Censorship of the media and the internet, repression of ethnic minorities in
Tibet and Xinjiang a deeply flawed judicial system and willingness to hand down the
death penalty are family, recurring problems. Human Rights Watch told a US
government that the situation is actually worsening as a direct result of the Olympics.



